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No. 132       December 2019/January 2020          Free 

           Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!                  
 
As we come to the 12th anniversary of producing Padworth Newsletter, we would like to thank all those who have supported us 

over the years: the three Parish Councils, our loyal advertisers, our regular contributors and last but not least our faithful 
deliverers.  Without all of you, we would not be still doing this! So a very big thank you. 
 
The Newsletter is full of the usual activities plus Christmas ones: carols and christingles (p5 & 16), a pantomime (p1), a 
Christmas concert (p13), a Christmas party (p11), a Christmas Bazaar (p16) and of course the Aldermaston Nativity Play (p8). 
So have a wonderful festive period and we wish you all the very best for 2020.  May it be a year of resolution! 

Mary & Sheila 

Deadline for next issue:  25 January 2020 
 

Dates for your DIARY 

 Sunday 1 December Aldermaston Parish Hall Christmas Bazaar (p16) 

 Monday 2 December Beenham PC (p10); Mobile Library (p11) 

 Wednesday 4 December Ladies at Lunch (p4) 

 Thursday 5 December Alder Bridge School Quiz (p8); Aldermaston & Wasing Ladies (p5) 

 Thurs 5 – Sun 8 December  Aldermaston Nativity Play (p8) 

 Saturday 7 December Mortimer’s Christmas Concert (p13) 

 Tuesday 10 December Aldermaston PC (p9) 

 Thursday 12 December Carol Service in Padworth Church (p5 & 16) 

 Friday 13 December (p12) Christmas Party at Douai Pavilion (p11) 

 Saturday 14 December Pantomime in Padworth Village Hall (p1) 

 Tuesday 17 December Padworth & Aldermaston WI (p3) 

 Wednesday 18 December Mobile Library (p11) 

 Monday 23 December Mobile Library (p11) 
2020 

 Saturday 4 January Jumble Sale (p3) 

 Monday 6 January Beenham PC (p10) 

 Wednesday 8 January Aldermaston & Wasing Show AGM (p10);; Mobile Library (p11) 

 Thursday 9 January Aldermaston & Wasing Ladies (p5) 

 Monday 13 January Padworth PC (p2); Mobile Library (p11) 

 Tuesday 14 January Aldermaston PC (p9) 

 Tuesday 21 January  Padworth & Aldermaston WI (p3) 

 Wednesday 29 January Mobile Library (p11) 
 

 

Pantomime comes to 

PADWORTH VILLAGE HALL 

“Jack and the Beanstalk” 
 

Saturday 14 December  at 7pm - Doors open 6.30pm 

 
  Tickets:    Adults £6 (includes a glass of Prosecco)   Children £3 

 

Hurry! Tickets are selling fast! 
 

Enquiries@padworthvillagehall.info 

07831 258343 
 

 
This Newsletter has been printed by Qwerty Ltd, Units 14-18, The Markham Centre, Theale – 0118 930 2222  

mailto:Enquiries@padworthvillagehall.info
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Padworth Parish Council – Notes of Meeting – 11 November 2019  
 

Full minutes of previous meetings are available on the Parish website www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
 

The Meeting was attended by a small number of residents 
(4). Your PC continues to encourage you to attend 
meetings and provide input to your Councillors about where 
you believe parish funds should be spent and feedback on 
any issues that the PC may be able to assist with.  
 

The Fallows 

Issues continue for residents. Thames Valley Housing are 
waiting for a response from Thames Valley Police.  In the 
meantime residents are encouraged to lodge any incidents 
directly with 101.  
 

Padworth & Aldermaston Wharf Craft & Produce Show  

An update was provided by the organisers who wish to 
capitalise on the success of last year’s show. The focus for 
next year is greater family involvement. Returning next year 
will be the band that will start their performance earlier, the 
dance troupe, the falconry display and the popular dog 
show.  They are looking for other suggestions and 
volunteers.  Please contact them direct via 
https://padworthshow.simdif.com  
 

Planning Applications and Decisions  

19/02034 - Veolia application for a wood storage bay - 
Granted  
19/02048 - 15 flats in the land alongside the Comfort Inn – 
Awaiting WBC decision  
19/02071 - Extension at 4 Randolph Gardens - Granted  
19/02140 - Gables Homes Ltd – 13 residential homes – 
Awaiting WBC decision  
19/02171/2 Hatch Farm, Rectory Road, single storey 
extension - Granted  
 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  
A sum of £25,981.80 has been received in respect of the 

Gilbert Close Development in Padworth.  Please get in 
touch if you have a community project or group that could 
benefit from funding – see Finances below.  
 

Highway Issues  

 Rectory Road – dead trees have been scheduled 
for work by WBC  

 Baughurst Road – a new sign has been installed  

 Flood Warden - Clr Tom Tucker has agreed to 
take over this role 

 
 

 
 
 

New Website  

Development is complete and the site should go live by the 
end of this year. 
 

AWE Meeting  

Clr Max Joseph provided an update on the recent AWE 
meeting.  AWE has asked for suggestions on where they 
can provide grants for the community. To date they have 
provided assistance to Burghfield Garland School for a wild 
life area and are looking for another school to help. 
 

2020/2021 Budget & Finances 

 The proposed budget was approved and will be 
published shortly 

 The PC is in the enviable position of being able to 
provide funds and grants for projects and groups 
within the parish. However, we are lacking input 
from the community. If you have a community 
project or a group that could benefit from funding 
by your PC please contact the Parish Clerk on 
clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 We are pleased to have been able to fund work 
and update equipment for the Village Hall and 
provide a grant for Aldermaston School in support 
of the Padworth children who attend  

 We have further plans to assist the Village Hall 
and to provide funding to the Berkshire 
Ornithological society for local wildlife areas 

 

Miscellaneous matters 

 Englefield Estates are kindly donating two 
benches made by local children, for potential 
siting along the canal 

 A second defibrillator will be sited shortly at the 
Butt Inn 

 

Next meeting  

 Monday 13 January 2020 at 7.45pm in Padworth 

Village Hall 

All welcome. 
Christine Heath 

Parish Clerk 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  
 
If any residents, who are not already members, of  

 Rectory Road, Soper’s Lane, School Road, Silver Lane or the Baughurst/Reading Road  

would like to be included on the Neighbourhood Watch emailing list then please let me know at 
mike.warner@live.co.uk.  I forward regular emails from the police re current issues concerning the Padworth area.  

Mike Warner 

 
 

M4 Smart Motorway project - Closure 
 

The M4 will be closed for the demolition of bridges and associated works between Junctions 6 and 8/9 over the 
weekend of  

 29 November-2 December  
  

http://www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:mike.warner@live.co.uk


3 
 

JUMBLE SALE 

The Jumble Sale on Saturday 2nd November raised £325.73 for St. John the Baptist, Padworth. Our very grateful thanks to all 
who helped in any way.  Over the 9 Jumble Sales this year, £2,599.11 was raised for various charities. An excellent amount and 

gratefully received by all the charities. 
 

The next Jumble Sale at Padworth Village Hall will be on  

 Saturday 4 January at 2pm in aid of Padworth Village Hall 

If you have unwanted goods, we would be grateful to receive them.  These can be brought to the Hall on the morning of the sale 
between 10am and 11.30am or can be collected before the day by ringing Hazel Ewart on 0118 971 3417 (no large furniture 
please). 
 
Hopefully there will be a Jumble Sale on 1 February if there is enough Jumble in stock.  

     
The Village Hall Committee, The PCC of Padworth and the Jumble Ladies and Gentlemen 

would like to thank everyone for their generosity over the year and wish everyone 
 a Very Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for 2020. 

FOR HIRE - in addition to the Hall, other items available to hire are: Tables – chairs – crockery – cutlery 

Rates are very reasonable. There is ample parking plus a recreation ground, and a fully equipped kitchen. If you are 
interested, please contact Stuart Unwin – 0118 971 3513 

www.padworthvillagehall.info 

 
 

Padworth and Aldermaston WI 
 
Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm in Padworth Village Hall 
 
It was with trepidation that we turned up for our November meeting. Knowing we were having a Choir 
Master to talk to us we expected to have to sing solo in front of all our friends. No such thing! Lesley 

Banks (Choir master of the Cat's Whiskers of Upper Woolhampton) was a lovely, funny and wonderful lady. She told us the 
history of her career then took us through some breathing exercises. We then warmed up with some scales to “We are, we are, 
we are. we are, we are the WI”. She then formed us into groups of 4 or more and gave us some silly song to sing. We ended the 
evening singing the silly songs in the round.  Stuart must have wondered what was happening as WI meetings are usually quiet, 
but there we were - raising the roof and singing our hearts out. What a wonderful meeting! We went home in good spirit.  
 
Our next meetings 

 Tuesday 17 December – Our Christmas Party 

 Tuesday 21 January – An evening with Rob Bone, a local magician 

If anyone would like to come along and join us for an evening of Christmas fare, carols and games 
do get in touch with Sheila Jay. 

Sheila Jay 
President, Padworth and Aldermaston WI 

0118 971 3367 

The 3rd Newbury Santa Fun Run 
Sunday 1 December 
10am-12.30pm 
Market Place 
Newbury 

 
Come and enjoy the community event and raise money for the designated charities or for your own good cause by 

obtaining your own sponsorship. 

 Start and finish is at the Market Place for both the 1K and 5K challenge 

 Check in is from 10am for an 11am start to the Run 

 Entry Fees (including a free Santa Suit): Adults £15, Under 18s £10, under 8s £7 

 Registration before the event is essential.  Please visit www.newburyrotary.org 

All profits will be divided equally between: 
Mencap Local West Berkshire ♦  Daisy's Dream ♦ Prior's Court ♦ West Berkshire Therapy Centre ♦ and other Newbury Rotary 

Club supported charities.  
For further information visit https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=668011&ClubID=556  

http://www.padworthvillagehall.info/
https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/page.php?PgID=668011&ClubID=556
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Padworth Environmental Group (PEG) 
 

 

Some Winter and Christmas Notes ….. 
 
Christmas is everyone's favourite time of year. All the leaves have fallen off the trees, the snow starts to fall. You 
sit inside, cosy in front of the fireplace with a hot chocolate. The Christmas tree is up, presents are underneath 
and you're waiting for the big day, watching Christmas films on the TV. 

 
As nice as this sounds, we can't forget about the animals outside 
in the cold, or what we can do to help them out in their most 
difficult time of the year. Food is in short supply, and the leaves 
they used for cover in the trees and bushes have all gone. 
 
You can make a massive difference to the birds in your garden in 
winter by putting out your own bird feeder or by buying one. Fat 
balls are a great source of food on the coldest days, helping the 
birds fatten up and stay warm, and providing foods such as 
sunflower seeds will ensure your garden is popular with 
greenfinches and chaffinches as well as blue tits, great tits and 
if you are lucky coal tits and marsh tits. Don't forget to look out 
for robins! 
 
Buy a locally grown Christmas tree this year to help the 
environment and keep emissions low. Because the tree won't have 
been transported far, less fuel would have been burnt to get it from 
the ground into your lounge. Even better, buy a live tree in a pot 
and keep re-using it every year! These potted trees can be kept 
outdoors for the rest of the year, and you can bring them inside in 
the winter. 
 
Look out for the glossy leaves of ivy and the bright red berries of 
holly this winter. Holly berries provide food for birds like thrushes, 
redwings and fieldfares. As soon as the berries appear, each bird 
finds a bush and sets up a territory that it defends with all its might 
to save its store over the winter. Holly bushes guarded by thrushes 
often keep their berries into spring. So beware - if you see a holly 
full of berries at Christmas, there just might be a ferocious bird on 
the lookout for pesky thieves! 
 
Ivy provides great roosting sites for birds and bats, like the 
pipistrelle which sometimes comes out of hibernation on winter's 
warmer days to feed. Although people think ivy is a parasite (a 
plant that steals goodness from the tree it climbs), it actually only 
gets support from its host. This 'host' could be your house, a shed 
or a tree in the woods, but all the ivy is really doing is borrowing 
height and strength instead of growing a trunk of its own. 
 
 Some animals go off to hibernate, and you can help out by making 
a covered and cosy, safe place for them to sleep through the 
snow. You could take advantage of the lack of cover and build a 
foot print trap to preserve animal and bird tracks so you can see 
what's in your garden. When the snow starts to fall and it looks like 
it's here to stay, head out and make an igloo with a bucket and 
spade. Make sure you've got waterproof gloves! 
When food is hard to get for the birds why not get festive and 
make a Christmas wreath that not only looks amazing, but helps 
the birds find some food. Put out a winter bird bath for the birds to 
find a spot to warm up in the winter!   

  
The Holly King 
The story of the Holly King and the Oak King was told by the 
Celts over 2,000 years ago (before Christmas even existed!). The 
kings were twins but they became rooted in a battle to prove who 
should rule the woodland. The Oak King was at his full power 
during the summer when he was in full leaf, and the rest of the 
wood bowed to his extreme strength. But after midsummer's day, 
his leaves began to drop from his boughs and his powers 
faded.  The Holly King saw his chance to rise to power using his 
evergreen, shiny leaves and red berries to rule the wood in the 
winter months. 

 
Even after the Celts, people still believed that holly had 
awesome powers. Hanging a garland of holly outside the 
house is said to protect from evil forces, witchcraft, house 
goblins and even lightning. In fact, holly trees do conduct 
lightning into the ground better than lots of other trees, so 
perhaps there's more to this myth than meets the eye? 
 
Unlike ivy, mistletoe really is a parasite that draws some of the 
goodness it needs from the tree it sits in. Favourite trees it likes to 
feed from are apple, lime, ash and hawthorn. But how do they 
get from one tree to another? White mistletoe berries are very 
sticky. They're also loved by hungry birds like Mistle 
thrushes (which gave them their name) who often wipe their bills 
on a tree to help remove sticky dregs.  This spreads the seeds to 
new trees and sticks them firmly to a branch, allowing them to take 
root and grow in that spot. 
 
As well as its shiny green leaves and bright red berries adding a 
splash of colour to the dark days of December, it was also thought 
that having holly inside the house would prevent bad luck. But 
don't rush out too soon for your own sprig - it's actually bad luck to 
bring holly indoors before Christmas Eve and it should be burnt on 
Twelfth Night to destroy all the bad luck it's soaked up.  
 
Magical mistletoe 
Floating in seemingly dead trees and growing from thin air - it's 
easy to imagine how people thought mistletoe was magical. In the 
Middle Ages, people used mistletoe to find treasure, hoping its 
magic would lead them to a pot of gold. But it was during the 
Victorian age that the tradition we now link with mistletoe became 
popular.  A boy could claim a kiss from a girl for each mistletoe 
berry he picked from a sprig. But when all the berries have been 
used, no more kisses! This fun game probably came from a Norse 
legend in which Frigga, the Goddess of Love, declared mistletoe a 
symbol of love and said that all who pass under it should kiss. 

 
Like our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PadworthEnvironmentalGroup 

Or get in touch with Clare on 07415 239140 or clare_jane@hotmail.com 
or Dawn on 07740 863167 or email_peg@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Padworth Ladies at Lunch 
 

We had a lovely lunch and catch up in November. There were 7 of us. 

CHANGE OF VENUE for Wednesday 4 December  

 Meet 12.30pm at Midway, Bath Road, Padworth RG7 5HR 

Please can you phone me if you are coming for numbers, thanks.  All ladies welcome 

Any queries please do not hesitate to contact me Caroline Givan on 07808 400843 / 0118 982 1743 

Or email caroline.givan@gmail.com 

tel:07415%20239140
mailto:email_peg@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:caroline.givan@gmail.com


5 
 

Aldermaston & Wasing Ladies Group 

Meets on the 2nd Thursday each month in Aldermaston Parish Hall at times given 

Rev. Jane came to talk about her first year as rector of the 
Aldermaston and Wasing benefice, which she said felt as 
though she had been here years but also just like 
yesterday.  Her previous parishioners had suggested that it 
would be busy as there would be six times the work, but 
luckily it was a totally different set of circumstances, 
proving both rewarding and challenging, and certainly busy. 
 
She was born in England but moved to Zimbabwe where 
her education from 6-18 was in an all-girls Catholic school 
where she was one of only two non-Catholics; the other, 
who became a very good friend, was Jewish.  Her wish 
was to go to university to study law, but, sadly, her father 
died when she was 17, so secretarial college was the next 
choice.  During her time in Zimbabwe she met and married 
John, but the situation in Zimbabwe under Mugabe made it 
impossible to stay, so they returned to England.   
 
After moving around quite a lot they came to Reading 
where Jane worked out of St. Peter's Church, Earley, as 
secretary to Rev. Derek and driver to Rev. Jo Sturridge, 
vicar at Burghfield.  It was at this time that a friend 
suggested that it was about time she considered becoming 
ordained herself ... and the rest, as they say, is history. 
 
After ordination in 2008, Jane took the parish of Ruislip, 

and at that time, women being more or less unrecognised 
in the Church, she became "Dean of Women".  Although 
she had a hankering to work in London, she found herself 
in our benefice, and loves the feel of living in the country, 
has no regrets, but finds the challenges "big and 
unexpected".  The welcome she has had has been warm 
and helpful, both in the communities and Church, and she 
finds working with families, schools and now Aldermaston 
Parish Council very rewarding.  Thank you, Jane, for a 
really interesting afternoon, which we wound up with a quiz, 
which set us all thinking! 
 
Our next meetings are on 

 Thursday 5 December (not the 12th as Boris got 

in the way!) at 10am for our Christmas meeting 
when we'll be turning our hands to working with 
stained glass, then a "Loaf and Ladle " lunch 

 Thursday 9 January at 2pm – our AGM in the 

Village Hall 
 
If you would like to come and join us, we’d be pleased to 
welcome you. 

Daphne Moore 
0118 971 2263

 
Forthcoming dates and events: 

2020 

February 6 2pm First responder 
March 12 2pm Jean Bowden: ‘Stones’ at Manor Farm, Brimpton 
April 9  7pm Dr David Edwards-Moss: Sierra Leone and the Ebola outbreak 
May   Trip to the Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke, for Chicago 
June 11  7pm Making injuries look real for instruction purposes 
 

For further information please contact 
Daphne Moore 0118 971 2263 or Viv Green 0118 971 2370 

 
Carol Concert – St John the Baptist Church, Padworth 

 

Thursday 12 December at 6.30pm 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies! 

in aid of St. John the Baptist Church 

 

Christingle Services 

Sunday 1 December – 4pm – St Mary’s, Beenham: Benefice service 

Tuesday 24 December – 3pm & 5pm – St John’s, Mortimer 

Tuesday 24 December – 4pm – St Saviour’s, Mortimer West End 
 
 

Other Carol Services 
Sunday 15 December – 4pm – St Mary’s Beenham & also St Peter’s, Woolhampton 
Sunday 15 December – 6pm – St Peter’s, Brimpton 
Sunday 22 December – 10.45am – St Nicholas’, Wasing 
Sunday 22 December – 4pm – St Mary’s, Stratfield Mortimer 
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WHATEVER   THE   WEATHER!                 

As I sit in the conservatory the rain is pounding on 
the roof. I’ve never had two months when I have 
done so little in the garden. October was bad enough 
but to continue all through November, well even a 
rain lover like me is fed up. I could use stronger 
words but not before the 9.00pm watershed. Thames 
Water must be very happy; the reservoirs and 
especially the aquifers must be full by now, hopefully 
with sufficient to get us through the inevitable dry 
spell next year. There are not a lot of plus points to 
gardening on gravel, but when it does rain like this, it 
drains away very quickly and so we don’t have soggy 
areas which are unworkable. 
 
Looking back over the year, there have been more 
good days than bad, with plants like the cyclamen, 
the hydrangeas, all the shrubs, bulbs and the wild 
flowers being especially good. The biggest 
disappointments were the rhododendrons but 
having said that we do have one, Christmas Cheer, in 
flower now, a bit early, but very welcome. 
 
I am sure that the trees have many more leaves than 
normal. Over the years I have planted a lot and for 
90% of the time they are a joy. But l can’t say l enjoy 
leaf fall. I have been leaf blowing since September 
and doing it every week, with probably another 3 or 4 
to go; all the oaks haven’t started yet. The autumn 
colours have been very good, which surprises me as 
you need frost to make the trees absorb the 
chlorophyll and turn the colours they do. One tree, an 
Ostrya carpinifolia, Hop Hornbeam, is only now 
losing its leaves and they are still green, no change in 
colour at all. 
 
We still have quite a few flowers out, 
chrysanthemums, geraniums, one or two roses, 
tulbaghias the so called Society Garlic, kaffir lilies, 
a honeysuckle, marigolds and some early 
primroses. The hydrangea flowers stay all winter 
and some of them don’t shrivel up, so make good 
displays if cut and brought indoors. 

 
It has also been a good autumn for shrub seeds, the 
dogwoods, Styrax the Snowbell tree, euonymus 
and the witch hazel producing many. I’ve sown a lot 
so now have to wait and see if they were fertile. 
 
Thanks to the rain l am only a quarter of the way 
through the cutting down and clearing, so l can see 
my winter work is going to be spread out over several 
months. We’ve had two unwelcome visitors recently, 
a badger who uses the rose beds as his personal 
toilet and a Muntjac deer. I found and sealed the 
lifted fence where the badger was getting in, but 
cannot discover where or how the deer is getting in. 
 
A Sign from Above 
A northern lad was in the 2nd World War, in Italy. His 
girlfriend back home was Edith. He wrote to her every 
chance he got. However, whilst in Italy he met Maria. 

What a dreadful state of affairs! The war in Europe 
came to a close. Would he go home to Edith, or stay 
with Maria? It was his only topic of conversation and 
caused many problems with his friend.  

One day, as they rested outside a church, his friend 
said, “For Heaven’s sake, go into the church, kneel at 
the High Altar and ask God for guidance.”  

So in he went and in less than a minute he was back!  
“My, that was quick!” said his friend.  

 “Well, I did what you said. I knelt at the altar and 
asked God for guidance and prayed. I’d hardly 
started when l looked up and God had sent me a 
sign! In the glass window it said ‘Ave Maria!’” 
 
May I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and New 
Year.   
 
Keep gardening! 

Mike Warner 

 

 

Zumba comes to Beech Hill and Mortimer West End 
 

Classes start in January.  Come and join the ultimate fitness party! 
 
Mortimer West End Village Hall, Church Road, Mortimer West End RG7 2HU 
Starting 9 January 2020: Thursdays at 5.30-6.30pm & 6.30-7.30pm 
 
Beech Hill Memorial Hall, Wood Lane, Beech Hill RG7 2BE 
Starting 10 January 2020: Fridays at 6.00-7.00pm & 7.00-8.00pm 
 

Cost: £5 per class with block booking available 

Contact Ionie Shaw at ionie_shaw@outlook.com for more details 
 

  

mailto:ionie_shaw@outlook.com
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ALDERMASTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Just before the half term break we celebrated 
Harvest Festival at St. Mary's Church with a 
service led by our Kingfishers class. We collected a 
large quantity of donations in support of our local 
Foodbank as we spent time thinking about those 
local families less fortunate than ourselves and to 
give thanks for all that we have. We also gave thanks 
to the farmers and others who produce the food we 
eat. 
 
The generous spirit of the children and the families 
was also very evident during the week leading up to 
Remembrance Sunday when poppies and other 
Royal British Legion merchandise were on sale every 
lunchtime, in support of the Poppy Appeal. Whilst the 
total amount raised is not yet known we are grateful 
for every donation received. The school also 
supported Children in Need with a cake sale and 
wearing something yellow alongside their school 
uniform. 
 
As well as raising money for good causes we have 
also supported the school via the PTA Fireworks. 
Held at Padworth Village Hall, this annual event has 
become very popular with the wider community as 
well as the school population and over 400 people 
came along to this year's event.  On a clear and chilly 
evening we enjoyed a wonderful fireworks display 
along with hot dogs, bar and some light up batons 
and windmills. We are very grateful to everyone who 

came along; over £1000 was raised. We thank 
particularly Stuart from the hall for his tireless 
support, Lex Marquee Hire and County Hire for their 
assistance and our wonderful PTA team and 
volunteers on the night. 
 
One area where the PTA provides financial help is 
the transport for the Whole School Trip to the 
Pantomime. This year we are going to see 'The 
Prince and the Pauper' at the Watermill Theatre in 
Newbury. This annual trip is always very popular and 
I am sure everyone will have a great time. 
 
Our youngest children in Years R, 1 and 2 are 
preparing to re-enact the Christmas nativity story with 
several performances of 'Are We Nearly There Yet?' 
A lot of hard work will be put in over the next few 
weeks learning lines, songs and preparing costumes 
as they get ready to entertain parents/carers and 
friends of the school as well as the Juniors.  
 
This is the last article of the year, so on behalf of all 
Headteacher, staff, pupils and all of us associated 
with the school may I wish you a very Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year. Thanks for all 
your support and here's to 2020. 
 

Cathy Jone 
Foundation Governor 
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Aldermaston Parish Council – Notes of Meeting – 12 November 2019 
 
We welcomed our newest Councillor, the Rev Jane Manley, 
who was attending her first meeting as a Parish Councillor.  In 
fact we had a full attendance of all 7 Parish Councillors, plus 
our District Councillor, an unusual and welcome event! 
 
Diversion in the Village 

The ongoing diversion of A340 traffic round The Loosey has 
resurrected the issue of the large number of HGVs passing 
through a Conservation Area.  We have made representations 
to WBC on how this can be reduced.  We await their response, 
but are not optimistic of a speedy conclusion.  It looks as 
though the diversion could remain for a considerable period.  
We are pleased that WBC responded promptly to our request 
to reopen Church Road, but we are less happy with the 
reliability of the temporary traffic lights and associated issues.  
If the diversion continues, it could impact some of the 
Christmas celebrations. 
 
Vandalism 

We have been told that the recent incidents of damage to 
windows in the Village is a criminal matter and should be 
handled exclusively by the police. We understand similar 
vandalism has occurred in neighbouring villages.  Please be 
vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the police non-
emergency number 101 

 
Planning Matters 

 Manor House - We have recently received new 

graphics of the proposed developments at the Manor 
House.  In our view, these confirm that the proposed 
new buildings do not reflect the extant Planning 
Permission and will dominate the view from the Main 
Entrance. We will respond to the Planning Officer 
accordingly. 

 Lidl - We have also received a revised Highways layout 

for the proposed Lidl store at the entrance to Tadley.  
The applicant is now proposing a central “ghost” lane 
for northbound traffic turning right into the store.  This 

may ease some of the previously expressed concerns 
regarding the opening onto the A340.  The application 
was due to be considered at the Area Planning Meeting 
on 11 December, but we understand that meeting may 
be postponed due to the General Election. 

 Planning Application for minor extensions to the Listed 
Building at Little Orchard, Paices Hill - No Objection 

 
WBC Planning decisions 

 Patio doors at 7, Forsters Farm – Approved 

 New unit at Youngs Industrial Estate – Approved 

 New dwelling behind The Warren, Reading Road – 
Rejected 

 Planning Permission is not required for the demolition 
of buildings at AWE 

 
Canal Towpath 

Work on the canal towpath between The Wharf and Frouds 
Lane has been completed and the path has been reopened. 
 
Budget 

We have undertaken a first pass of our budget for next year, 
assuming the precept is unaltered at £13,500. We will finalise 
the budget at our December meeting. 
 
Next meetings 

 Tuesday 10 December 2019 at 7.30pm in the Parish 

Hall 

 Tuesday 14 January 2020 

All are encouraged to attend 
 

For full information on Parish Council matters, please visit 
our website at www.aldermaston.co.uk 
 

Dave Shirt 
0118 971 2549 

 
 

East Family Hub - Calcot 

Messy Mondays 
Every Monday 

from 10am – 11.30am in Padworth Village Hall 

Messy play for under 5s and their parents/carers £3 per session 

If you would like more information about the Family Hub and how we can support you and your family with 

under 5s, please feel free to get in touch with us. 

The East Family Hub – 0118 945 6157 Curtis Road, Calcot RG31 4XG 

Jo Roberts, Manager – joanne.roberts@westberks.gov.uk 
 
 
 

Heating Oil Club 
CCB helps rural households buy heating oil as part of a collective to save money. For 
further details please visit our website: 
www.ccb-oil-club.org.uk 

 

mailto:joanne.roberts@westberks.gov.uk
http://www.ccb-oil-club.org.uk/
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Beenham Parish Council – Notes of Meeting – 4 November 2019 
 
Comments from Parishioners 

 A parishioner reported regular dog mess in his front 
garden.  The PC can only repeat its regular request for 
dog owners to clean up after their dog (particularly if it 
happens on private property) 

 There is a dangerous gully on the side of the road on 
Beenham Hill. This was reported to WBC some time 
ago, but PC will repeat the request for action 

 The litter bin outside the school is full.  This will be 
reported to WBC on their website (anyone can do this) 

 The road sign at the end of Clay Lane has been 
damaged.  This will be reported to WBC. 

 
Planning 

The following planning application was considered at the 
meeting: 
19/02536/HOUSE    2 Rose Cottages, Clay Lane.  

Rear Dormer Windows.  No objection. 
 
Beenham 2020 

The organising committee presented the proposed 
programme for this year-long festival to mark the centenary 
of the Victory Hall and Beenham WI.  Details of the 
programme will be in the December Parish Magazine.  The 
committee requested funding for the events from the PC 
who fully support this festival. They would consider making 
a grant if a formal request was submitted. 
 
Community Room & School Hall 

It was agreed that the Community Room will be decorated 

during the February half-term. It is hoped that the choice of 
new curtains will be agreed by then! 
 
Other Items 

 The Community Noticeboard is in need of repair, which 
is being done 

 Grundon have donated a large sack of daffodil bulbs.  
If anyone would like to suggest where they should go, 
or can help with the planting, then please contact 
Jackie Johnson 

 The vandalised bus shelter has been repaired 
 
Finance 

The budget for next year is being considered in the next 
few months.  If any local organisation would like a small 
grant from the PC then details should be submitted before 
Christmas. Full details of monthly income and expenditure 
are given in the Minutes of Meetings, and are available on 
the Beenham Online website. 
 
Next meetings 

 Monday 2 December - 7.00pm in the Community 
Room 

 Monday 6 January 2020 – 7pm in the Community 
Room 

All parishioners are welcome to attend. 
Peter McEwen 

Parish Councillor 

 
All correspondence to the council should be addressed to the Parish Clerk: theclerk@beenhamonline.org .   

 
Further details of the Parish Council, including the latest financial details, are on the Beenham Online website 
www.beenhamonline.org . 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS in Beenham - Full details in the Parish Magazine 

 
1 Dec Christingle Service 4pm in the Church 

1 Dec Tree Lighting and Carols 5pm at the School 

1 Dec Buffet Supper  6pm in Six Bells 

2 Dec School Nativity   1.30pm in Victory Hall  

Matinee open to all -Tickets required from School 

9 Dec Father Christmas around Beenham from 5.15pm 

9 Dec Carols and Mince Pies 5.45pm in Victory Hall 

14 Dec Christmas Market  1.30pm in Victory Hall 

15 Dec Carol Service  4pm in the Church 

17 Dec Beenham Tea Party  2pm at the Club 

 

 

 

         

mailto:theclerk@beenhamonline.org
http://www.beenhamonline.org/
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 Down on the Farm – The Quirks of Nature 

 
The last time I wrote, I gave a summary of the harvest 
which generally was an easy and rewarding time - good 
yields with no artificial drying costs. How circumstances 
have changed since then with the weather being wet and in 
some areas disastrous!  
 
Firstly the oil-see rape (OSR):  this crop is normally in 

August and was completed in good time. Due to new 
regulations from EU, the main chemical for controlling “flea 
beetle” in OSR has been withdrawn, resulting in a vastly 

reduced area being sown. The alternatives are not as 
efficient and therefore lead to more applications being 
necessary. The crops are looking very patchy and some 
are water logged. 
 
Then, the sowing of the cereal crops - barley, wheat, 
oats and winter beans: this has been a real struggle. 
Firstly we decided after last year’s black grass control 

problems to delay sowing by at least one week i.e. till 3rd 
week of September.  Secondly, we did not expect the 
weather to turn so wet so quickly .I have written before 
about the withdrawal of black grass control chemicals 
making timing of sewing more critical. One of the measures 
we take is to lightly cultivate the stubble of the preceding 
crop, often OSR, but with the excessive rainfall we’ve had 
the top 2” (4cm) became sodden and unmanageable. To 
add to the problems, the seed drill is very large and very 
heavy and therefore totally unsuitable for these conditions, 
so we had to find a contractor with lighter equipment and 
smaller tractors.  A large area that we had sown is very 
wet, with water standing on top of the soil due to the 
compaction and the seeds will not grow in such conditions, 

so there will be some very patchy crops come the spring.  
 
So what will this add up to? Poor crops and reduced yields 
so one can only hope the price increases to counter the 
poor yields.  For your information the wheat price today is 
£135 per ton. The unknown future of Brexit is looming and 
means we really haven’t a clue! 
 
All this woe will lead to more planting in the spring as many 
of our autumn plans have not even come close to being 
completed, which will mean changing the cropping 
rotations. Spring beans, spring barley and maybe some 
more poppies are the alternatives.  

 
At the time of writing the fodder beet is still in the ground 

and looking well, but the worry is the ground conditions for 
harvesting.  Sometimes, if there is a period of sustained 
frost, we are able to use the harvester on the hardened 
ground - let’s hope for this!  Already there is a good 
demand for the sale of the beet.  It is a very good nutritional 
food for sheep, cattle, deer and even outdoor pigs. 
 
This is the first year we will have no cattle on the farm as 

our neighbour no longer requires our buildings for housing 
– It is all eerily quiet in the farmyard! 
 
At the end of another year, may I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year and I 
look forward to a lovely early dry spring! 
 

Our Agricultural Correspondent

 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHT 
at Douai Pavilion 

Friday 13 December 

 

♦ Complimentary Glass of Fizz/Mulled Wine and Canapes ♦ Live music ♦  
We’d love you all to join us for an end of year drink and Christmas celebration at the Pavilion 

Bar will be open from 6.30pm ♦ Music starts at 7.30pm 
Everyone welcome - No admission fee 

Sue & Katie Birch                Birch Associates Events 
 

Mobile Library 
 The mobile library will be at the following venues: 

  Wharfside Car Park 2.35-3.00 pm   Wednesday  18 December 

        Wednesday 8 & 29 January 

  Jubilee Day Nursery 9.30-10.45 am  Monday 2 & 23 December 

        Monday 13 January 

 

*  * Padworth Recycling Centre *  * 
The centre accepts household waste as well as most types of recycling (but remember to take your permit).  

Every day:  8am – 5.30pm 

For more information visit www.westberks.gov.uk/waste or veolia.co.uk/westberkshire 
 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/waste


12 
 

     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

PREMIER GARDENS AND FENCING 
 

Fencing ● Paths & Patios ● Driveways ● Decking ● Brickwalls ● Block Paving 

Turfing ● Shed Bases ● Sand & Gravel ● Driveway, Patio Cleaning & 

Repointing 

 
Tel: 0118 971 4987 Mobile: 07833 642740 

Website: www.premiergardens.biz 

http://www.premiergardens.biz/
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FREE Lunchtime Concert – Noon on a Saturday 
St Mary’s Church, Church Lane, Shinfield RG2 9BY 

 

 December 7 Dr G's Big Band 
 

Tickets are £10 or £12 on the door 
Contact Ann Young on gardenyoung@aol.com or 0118 988 2120 for more info 

or tickets 
 

* * * * * * * 

 
 
CHURCH MATTERS 
 

Flower Rota for St John the Baptist, Padworth 

 
Dec Sheila Evered & Lois Warner 
 
2020 

Jan Carol Coker & Hazel Ewart 
Feb Jenifer Beale & Jill Paul 
March Lorna & Roger Jones 
April Carol West & Mary Dance 
May Sheila Jay & Wendy Wood 
June Elizabeth Porter 
July Sheila Evered & Lis Warner 
 

 

Services in St John the Baptist, Padworth 

 

Sun 1 Dec  6.30pm  Advent procession St Johns, Mortimer  

Thur 5 Dec  9.00 am  Eucharist 
Sun 8 Dec  9.00am  Eucharist  Sidesman Mike Warner 

        Reader:  Elizabeth Porter Romans 15,4-13 

Thur 12 Dec  6.30pm  Advent Carol Service 
Sun 15 Dec  6.30 pm  Evensong  Sidesman: Elizabeth Porter 

        Reader:  Elizabeth Porter Acts13,13-41 

Thur 18 Dec  9.00am  Eucharist 
Sun 22 Dec  9.00 am  Eucharist  Sidesman: Hazel Ewart 

        Reader:  Ian Ewart            Romans 1, 1-7 

Wed 25 Dec  9.00 am  Eucharist  Sidesman: Elizabeth Porter 

Christmas Day       Reader:  Roger Jones Hebrews1, 1-4  

Sun 29 Dec  No Service at Padworth 
 

Thur 2 Jan  9.00 am  Eucharist 
Sun 5 Jan  6.30 pm  Evensong  Sidesman: Elizabeth Porter 

        Reader:  Elizabeth Porter John 4, 7-26 

Sun 12 Jan  9.00 am  Eucharist  Sidesman: Mike Warner 

        Reader:  Elizabeth Porter Acts 10, 34-43 

Thur 16 Jan  9.00 am  Eucharist 
Sun 19 Jan  6.30 pm  Evensong  Sidesman: Elizabeth Porter  

        Reader:  Roger Jones Galatians 1- end 

Sun 26 Jan  9.00 am  Eucharist  Sidesman: Hazel Ewart 

        Reader:  Ian Ewart 1 Corinthians 1,10-18 

Thur 30 Jan  9.00am  Eucharist 
         
 
 

♦ ♦ Padworth Parish Website ♦ ♦ 

www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Please send your contributions to: clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

mailto:gardenyoung@aol.com
http://www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Useful Numbers and Contact Information 
 

    Aldermaston CE Primary School:  971 3362   enquiries@aldermaston.w-berks.sch.uk 
Chair of Governors Samantha Chaventre    CoG@aldermaston.w-berks.sch.uk 

Aldermaston Parish Councillors: Dave Shirt (Ch) 971 2549 http.//www.aldermaston.co.uk 
 Jim Burgin 970 1147  
 Sophie Crawford 971 2236  
 Olly Hinton 971 2410  
 Alison Faulkner 971 4686  
 Jane Manley 971 2891  
 Rob Smith 971 0142  
 Angela Woodley 971 2803  

Aster Communities    
 Neighbourhood Officer Rachael McCarthy 01264 405692 rachael.mccarthy@astercommunities.co.uk 
 ASB Officer Sue Barton 01264 405583 sue.barton@astercommunities.co.uk 

Beenham Parish Councillors: Graham Bowsher (Ch) 07557 967575  
 Graham Bragg 971 3688  

 Jackie Johnson 07922 068646      
 Andy Livens 07958 472644  
 Peter McEwen 07717 718608  

  Frank Wood 07488 268735  
Benefice Office – Aldermaston Brenda Scott 981 3441 awb.benefice@gmail.com 
Benefice Office – Mortimer  933 3704 admin@mortimerbenefice.co.uk 
Churchwardens Roger Jones 933 3136  

 Elizabeth Porter 971 3136  
Environment Agency  0800 80 70 60 (24-hour number) 

Flower Rota Elizabeth Porter 971 3136  
Padworth Ladies at Lunch Caroline Givan 982 1743 caroline.givan@gmail.com 
Mobile Library  01635 519827     
Neighbourhood Watch    

Rectory Road Mike Warner 970 0391  
The Fallows    

Network Rail Gail Evans 01793 777471 gail.evans@networkrail.co.uk 
Network Rail 24 hour Helpline  08457 114141  
Newsletter Mary Dance 970 0288 maryedance@hotmail.com 

 Sheila Evered 933 1451 sheila_pusinelli@hotmail.com 
No 3 Bus route Reading Buses 959 4000 www.reading-buses.co.uk 
Padworth Environmental Group (PEG) Dawn Denton 07740 863167 email_peg@yahoo.co.uk 
Parish Clerk (Aldermaston) Christine McGarvie  aldermastonpc@aol.co.uk 
Parish Clerk (Beenham) Jennie Currie 01635 580190   theclerk@beenhamonline.org 
Parish Clerk (Padworth) Christine Heath  clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Padworth Parish Councillors: Mike Warner (Ch) 970 0391   mike.warner@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 Andy Roberts (V Ch) 971 4679   andy.roberts@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 Jonathan Johnson    jonathan.johnson@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 Max Joseph    max.joseph@padworthparishcouncil,gov.uk 
 John Miller 983 2031   john.miller@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 Andy Tucker    andy.tucker@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 Tommy Tucker 971 2180   tom.tucker@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Padworth Common Advisory Committee:    
Chairman Mike Warner 970 0391  

Police Neighbourhood Watch Pangbourne team 101  
Veolia Environmental Service Daytime 0203 567 2900 west.berkshire@veolia.co.uk 

 Out-of-hours 08701 660 309  
Village Hall - Caretaker Stuart Unwin 971 3513 stuartunwin57@googlemail.com 

Chairman Chris Henkey 971 2329 ..enquiries@padworthvillagehall.info 
Volunteer Bureau  983 1814  
Website manager Christine Heath  clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Website    http://www.padworthparishcouncil@gov.uk 

West Berks Council  01635 551111  
Local Councillors  

Aldermaston (inc Padworth) 
 

Dominic Boeck 
 

971 0330 
 
  dominic.boeck@westberks.gov.uk 

     Bradfield Ross MacKinnon  ross.mackinnon1@westberks.gov.uk 
     Burghfield & Mortimer Graham Bridgman 933 1707 graham.bridgman@westberks.gov.uk 
 Royce Longton 993 3952   royce.longton1@westberks.gov.uk 
 Geoff Mayes 933 2536 geoff.mayes1@westberks.gov.uk 

Planning Department  01635 519111  
Highways & Transport    
     WBDC Customer Services  01635 519080  
Environmental Health  01635 519192  
Fly Tipping & Waste  01635 519080  
Emergencies (out-of-office hrs)  01635 42161  
    
 
 
 

   

♦ ♦ Padworth Parish Website ♦ ♦ 

www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Please send your contributions to: clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

http://www.aldermaston.co.uk/
mailto:rachael.mccarthy@astercommunities.co.uk
mailto:sue.barton@astercommunities.co.uk
mailto:awb.benefice@gmail.com
mailto:admin@mortimerbenefice.co.uk
mailto:gail.evans@networkrail.co.uk
mailto:maryedance@hotmail.com
mailto:sheila_pusinelli@hotmail.com
http://www.reading-buses.co.uk/
mailto:email_peg@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:aldermastonpc@aol.co.uk
mailto:andy.roberts@padworth
mailto:west.berkshire@veolia.co.uk
mailto:stuartunwin57@googlemail.com
http://www.padworthparishcouncil@gov.uk
mailto:graham.bridgman@westberks.gov.uk
http://www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk


16 
 

 

 
 

            
 



17 
 



18 
 

 


