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February tends to be a quieter month than usual but nevertheless there is still plenty going on. There are reports from all three
Parish Councils (pp2, 9 and 12), in some cases doubles ones. They all make interesting reading and give you an idea of what
your Councils do on your behalf. Padworth PC has some money available to spend on things needed in the community. If you
have any ideas about how this might be spent, do let them know – see p2.
In response to a request from a resident, we have started a new feature: welcoming new residents to the area (p3) so if you
know of someone whom you think it would be nice to mention here, do let us know.
The M4 Smart Motorway works continue apace. It is expected that works between J8/9 and J12 will be largely over by mid2020 although not opened as a smart motorway till 2021. There will be regular full weekend closures on the M4 throughout the
year but mostly between April and November. However, there is one this month - 21-23 February – see p12. Happy motoring!
Mary & Sheila

Deadline for next issue: 25 February 2020

Dates for your DIARY














Saturday 1 February
Monday 3 February
Wednesday 5 February
Thursday 6 February
Tuesday 11 February
Friday 14/Saturday 15
Tuesday 18 February
Wednesday 19 February
Thursday 20 February
Thur 20/Fri 21/Sat 22 Feb
Monday 24 February
Monday 9 March
Saturday 14 March

Jumble Sale (p3)
Beenham PC (p12); Mobile Library (p4)
Ladies at Lunch (p4)
Aldermaston & Wasing Ladies Group (p5)
Aldermaston PC (p9)
Aldermaston Players ‘Come on Jeeves’ (p1)
Padworth & Aldermaston WI (p3)
Mobile Library (p4)
Essential Life-saving Skills training (p5)
Aldermaston Players ‘Come on Jeeves’ (p1)
Mobile Library (p4)
Padworth PC (p2)
Brimpton Book Sale (p1)
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PADWORTH PARISH COUNCIL – Notes of Meeting – 13 January 2020
The meeting was attended by District Councillor Dominic Boeck whose report can be found on the Parish website
along with complete minutes of the meeting: www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Recent Actions

A Defibrillator has been installed at the Butt Inn
and registered with NHS and ambulance

Village Show organisers have asked if the PC
would donate a marquee to be kept at the Village
Hall. This was agreed in principle and the Clerk
will contact organisers to establish their
requirements

CLH have still not cut the hedges near the area
called the Fire Station. The Chairman has
received no response to his emails to CLH legal
people and WBC

A new salt bin has been provided at the Village
Hall

A hearing loop has been installed in the Village
Hall

Two new benches have been provided to the

Village Hall roof
This is in urgent need of repair as water has been pouring
in; the temporary repair was not adequate. A quote of
£6,700 had been received for a replacement roof. It was
agreed to go ahead and to fund the whole thing.
New signage on A4
This is missing the Village Hall, Padworth College and the
Jubilee School despite contributions to the new signage by
the College and Jubilee School. The Clerk will contact WB
again to ask why they were left off.
Beenham Bus Shelter (A4)
Discussions are on-going with Beenham PC. It was
recognised that a large number of Padworth residents use
the bus stop but a full risk assessment should be done
before agreeing to go ahead. The Clerk will contact WBC
to say still in discussion and to establish who would own
the bus shelter should we take it over with Beenham.

Canal & River Trust to be sited by the Canal


Aldermaston School – The Chairman attended a
meeting with the school concerning a proposed
wildlife garden for which funding was requested: 3
options ranging from £1752-£3467. It was agreed
to grant £1752 towards the project and the
Chairman will lend his expertise.

Village Hall solar battery
Clr Johnson provided an update on the costs and
effectiveness of batteries to store solar panel energy at the
Village Hall. It was agreed to go ahead with the less
expensive option, which had the same specification, but
additional batteries if needed would be much less
expensive.

Planning
19/02048 15 flats in the land alongside the Comfort Inn Expiry date for feedback/input 31 January 2020
19/02140 Gables Homes Ltd – 13 residential homes Expiry date for feedback/input 28 February 2020
It was noted that the Highways plan states
objections in respect of speed are not valid as
speeds are 30mph. However, as the main
carriage is de-restricted at this point it is believed
the statement has taken from a recent study by
WBC on average speeds.

Neighbourhood Action Group
The Chairman who attended the last NAG meeting
reported that discussions took place on speeding and
accidents and unauthorised encampments. District
Councillor Graham Bridgman advised that under Section
61 Thames Valley Police (TVP) have changed their
protocol, resulting in all incidents now being referred to the
Chief Constable. A special meeting is planned with Paul
Hendry (WBC) and TVP. Crime reports highlighted 4
issues in Padworth compared to 25 in Mortimer.

There are still concerns regarding an increase in
traffic using the service road, the main ones being
that drivers will turn right directly from the service
road onto the carriageway rather than left to go to
the roundabout and turn around. The safest
option would be to go the other way up the service
road which will provide a clearer turning junction.

Next meeting


Monday 9 March – 7.45pm in Padworth Village
Hall

Your Parish Council is here for you. We do our best to
ensure that your money is spent wisely and on the things
you need within the Parish and for the community of
Padworth so your input is vital in achieving this. At the
moment the Parish has in excess of £74,000 funds
available, so please tell us what you think the
community needs:

Come to the next meeting on Monday 9 March

Speak to your Councillors whose details are on
the Notice Boards, the website
www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk and at the end
of this Newsletter

Email your Parish Clerk Christine Heath
clerk@padoworthparishcouncil.gov.uk

Exiting via the Comfort Inn is also dangerous.
The fence has been lowered to assist with a
clearer view, but still not ideal. The carriageway
has been reduced to one lane to make it safer, but
this was as a result of a fatality much further up
the road and on the request of the Coroner, not as
a result of a study in respect of access for the
planned development.
It was agreed that more input to Planning from the
PC and residents will help.

Christine Heath
Parish Clerk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
If any residents, who are not already members, of


Rectory Road, Soper’s Lane, School Road, Silver Lane or the Baughurst/Reading Road

would like to be included on the Neighbourhood Watch emailing list then please let me know at mike.warner@live.co.uk. I
forward regular emails from the police re current issues concerning the Padworth area.
Mike Warner

JUMBLE SALE
The Jumble Sale on 4TH January raised £335.68 for Village Hall Funds. Our very grateful thanks to all who helped in any way.
The next Jumble Sale will be on


Saturday 1 February - at 2 pm in aid of St. John the Baptist Church, Padworth

Offers of your unwanted items will be very gratefully received and can be brought to the Hall on the morning of the sale between
10am and 11.30am, or can be collected before the day by ringing Hazel Ewart on 0118 971 3417. (No large furniture please).
There will be NO Jumble Sale in March.
FOR HIRE - in addition to the Hall, other items available to hire are: Tables – chairs – crockery – cutlery
Rates are very reasonable. There is ample parking plus a recreation ground, and a fully equipped kitchen. If you are
interested, please contact Stuart Unwin – 0118 971 3513

www.padworthvillagehall.info

Padworth and Aldermaston WI
Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm in Padworth Village Hall
Our December meeting was our Christmas party. Everyone brought a small plate of food that we
shared throughout the evening. We played "Steal the Parcel" and had two seasonal quizzes plus
everyone brought a photo of their parents and we had to guess who belonged whom! It wasn't easy but it was lovely to see the
photos of different eras. We had an entertaining evening with Carols playing in the background.
Our January meeting was an entertaining evening of smoking mirrors and sleight of hand by Rob Bone, a local magician. His
theme was "How to cheat at cards with a little bit of Magic". He showed how to shuffle the cards and how to deal, and although
he showed us many times and in slow motion it was still hard to detect how he managed to get the card he wanted in the hands
he wanted. He was very entertaining but I don't think any of our ladies will be making a fortune at the Casino.
Next meeting


Tuesday 18 February - a talk on Chocolate by a local lady, Sarah Wood

If anyone would like to join us for a taster evening of the WI, please contact Sheila Jay 0118 971 3367
Sheila Jay
President, Padworth and Aldermaston WI
0118 971 3367

Welcome to New Arrivals!
We have been asked to start a new item in the Newsletter, which we are very happy to do: welcoming new
arrivals. To start us off we offer a warm welcome and wish every happiness to:


Steve and Kristen Blow with Anastasia, aged three, as well as Blue, a Cavalier King Charles, and Archie, a
teacup sized Yorkshire terrier. They have moved into the Old Post Office in Padworth Common

We rely on you let us know about new arrivals so if you think this is a good idea then please keep us informed –
but please get permission from them first for their name to be published!
Eds.

Heating Oil Club
CCB helps rural households buy heating oil as part of a collective to save money. For
further details please visit our website:
www.ccb-oil-club.org.uk
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Padworth Ladies at Lunch
Our December lunch was kindly hosted by Sheila Jay at her house. She had prepared a lovely two course meal. We had
chicken, leek and ham pie with potato and vegetables followed by homemade trifle and mince pies. We also had a raffle. We all
had a lovely time, thank you.
Our raffles over the year made a total of £113 which included the money we made at the meal in December. A cheque was sent
to our chosen charity, Thames Valley Air Ambulance.
Seven ladies attended our lunch at The Butt Inn on 7 January. Jill brought her friend Sally and we also welcomed Glynis.
Our next Ladies at Lunch is on


Wednesday 5 February - 12.30pm at The Butt Inn, Aldermaston Wharf

All ladies welcome. Look forward to seeing everyone again.

Any queries please do not hesitate to contact me, Caroline Givan on 07808 400843 / 0118 982 1743
Or email caroline.givan@gmail.com

Mobile Library
The mobile library will be at the following venues:
Wharfside Car Park
2.35-3.00 pm
Jubilee Day Nursery
9.30-10.45 am

Wednesday 19 February
Monday 3 & 24 February

* * Padworth Recycling Centre * *
The centre accepts household waste as well as most types of recycling (but remember to take your permit).

Every day: 8am – 5.30pm
For more information visit www.westberks.gov.uk/waste or veolia.co.uk/westberkshire

Padworth Environmental Group (PEG)
Snowdrops
The first few months of the year can be gloomy, but seeing a swathe of snowdrops is one way to
brighten the winter months. Despite the cold, these hardy little flowers can be found thriving in
pastures, woods, ditches and orchards everywhere. After a long winter their brilliant white petals and
green leaves are a welcome sight, signalling the growth of new life. Discover the best places to see
these pretty white flowers near you.
Bees love snowdrops. They're a vital source of nectar early in the year when not many other plants are in flower. By planting
snowdrops, you'll be building on the eco-system this vital species calls home.
Snowdrops are one of the first signs of life in gardens after the long winter months. Follow the journey of 'the drop' at Cliveden in
Berkshire with live updates.
The leafless trees open up new views of the garden and parkland at Basildon Park in winter. Spotting snowdrops is a favourite
activity during this season.
Welford Park Snowdrops
The magnificent display of Snowdrops at Welford Park runs 29 January to 1 March. The full snowdrop walk around the
Beech Woods can take a fast walker 30 minutes but at a more sedate pace, enjoying the amazing spread and scent of the
flowers and the formal garden, can take up to an hour or so.
Like our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PadworthEnvironmentalGroup
Or get in touch with Clare on 07415 239140 or clare_jane@hotmail.com
or Dawn on 07740 863167 or email_peg@yahoo.co.uk
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Aldermaston & Wasing Ladies Group
Meets on the 2nd Thursday each month in Aldermaston Parish Hall at times given
To bring our year to a close, we had our usual Christmas
"Loaf and Ladle" lunch with a mini workshop. Jane
Connell, who works with stained glass, told us of her
change of direction from teaching to setting up in business
using her skills with this particular interest. Part of this is to
hold small workshops at her home, and she brought along
Christmas tree glass shapes for us to stick on "off cuts" of
stained glass, which she fired for us. The results were
wonderful, so we hope to have her back again later to do
something more ambitious!

to The Vyne.
Our next meeting


Thursday 6 February at 2pm - NOT 13th! - in the
Village Hall, when the speaker will be Alison
Burke, who organises respite care for the children
of the Castle School in Newbury

Please feel free to come along as a visitor or if you feel that
you would like to join us!
Daphne Moore
0118 971 2263

January as always is AGM time, and we agreed that 2019
had been an enjoyable and successful year with varied
meetings, and enjoyable outings, so we hope to carry on
that theme this year with speakers from a children's author
to one on Sierra Leone and the Ebola outbreak, as well as
visits to the Haymarket Theatre to see "Chicago" and a trip

For further information please contact
Daphne Moore 0118 971 2263 or Viv Green 0118 971 2370

Forthcoming dates and events:
March 12
2pm
Jean Bowden: ‘Stones’ at Manor Farm, Brimpton
April 9
7pm
Dr David Edwards-Moss: Sierra Leone and the Ebola outbreak
May
Trip to the Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke, for Chicago
June 11
7pm
Making injuries look real for instruction purposes

ALDERMASTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
A warm welcome back to school and the Spring term. The
children have returned after the Christmas holidays
refreshed and with renewed enthusiasm for their learning
and are looking forward to the array of activities planned for
them.

During the first week of the new term we held our annual
Healthy Living Week which included a number of visitors
coming into school to talk about a specific sport or aspect
of health such as diet and exercise. The children are being
encouraged to try new fruit and vegetables and to include
more in their daily diet. In addition, each child will walk a
mile per day around the school field, whatever the weather!

The term ended with the performances of the Infants'
Nativity story which was as enjoyable as I knew it would
be. We were delighted that the newly appointed Bishop of
Reading, the Rt. Rev'd Olivia Graham, was able to join us
one afternoon. In addition to our usual Christmas
preparations the pupils also had the opportunity to learn
about democracy due to the unusual timing of the General
Election. The Owls class held a mock election and were
guided through the process by one of our volunteers, Mrs
Crabb, who also serves as a Polling Clerk.

In a few weeks we will hold our annual PTA disco, always
a popular event and an opportunity to dress up and throw
some shapes on the dance floor!
In early March there is National Book Week and a number
of events are being planned to mark this and to encourage
the continued love of reading across all ages.
A date for your diary
On Friday 3 April we will hold our Easter service at St.
Mary's at 9.30am. All are welcome to join us for this
special event which will be led by Rev'd Jane.

We said a fond farewell to Mrs Angie Garland who has
stepped down after some 30 years' service in the school.
So many children have benefitted from her teaching over
the years and we know that she will continue to be a
member of our wider school community.

Cathy Jones, Foundation Governor

FREE TRAINING IN WEST BERKSHIRE: Essential Life Saving Skills
When: Wednesday 20 February at 7pm

Where: Brimpton Village Hall

Link to booking form: https://ccberks.wufoo.com/forms/emergency-life-support-defib-brimpton-vh/










This training is FREE to attend and provided by Heartstart
Thatcham but places are limited and must be BOOKED.
This training is supported by WBC Adult Community
Learning team & Gerald Palmer Eling Trust.
The Emergency Life training will cover:
 Essential lifesaving skills that you can use in an
emergency situation to save and prolong lives in
your community
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Priorities/the conscious casualty
Choking
The unconscious casualty
Serious bleeding
Cardiac arrest
Automated External Defibrillator
Suspected heart attack
ELS Certificate



WHATEVER THE WEATHER!
This article may be entitled Whatever The Weather, but, don’t
you just love this brand of it? In all the 50 years I’ve lived in
Berkshire I can’t remember so much rain. If only my garden
could store it for use in the summer, then I could forget
hosepipes and sprinklers.

During the year l record all gardening programmes so that l
can re-watch them in the winter and forget the gloom outside.
Most I delete once seen again, but some l keep. One l have
watched several times is Monty Don’s Japanese Gardens. I
cannot think of any other country where l like every type of
garden they grow. Even in this country, I’m not fond of formal
gardens. I don’t like garden rooms, l like gardens that flow, like
Beth Chattoe’s, John Massey’s and Keith Wiley’s. At one of the
most famous gardens in the world, Sissinghurst, l can admire
the planting, but not the division of the area into so many
separate ‘rooms’. I am also not a fan of surrounding flower
beds and borders with low hedges, usually box, for example
Monty’s Long Meadow. Japanese gardens, whereas Water,
Rock, Stroll or Zen are all in their different ways beautiful. In
the main, they would be almost impossible for us to have as
they are so labour intensive, but l love them. I’ve always loved
rocks so even the plant free Zen gardens I can admire.

I have written before that a gardener needs patience, and I’m
not sure if it is the weather or my advancing years but I am
finding it hard to wait until March when l can be fairly safe in
planting out all my young plants that I’ve been growing in the
greenhouse. As it is so mild l am tempted to put some out now
and l have to stop myself and ‘be patient’.
My New Year’s Resolution is the same every year: ‘Don’t buy
so many seeds’, but l am easily persuaded by the catalogues
and nowadays the online ones. Once again l have gone for
some seeds I’ve never heard of, as l really enjoy the challenge
they present. For example I’ve been on a website called
Jungle Seeds and bought Carthamus kinko or Safflower
(grown commercially for oil, it has beautiful yellow flowers),
Collinsia heterophylla or Purple Chinese Houses or
Innocence (with orchid-like flowers), and Ptilotus exaltatus or
Joey Pink Mulla Mulla Lamb’s Tails (masses of pink flower
spikes). From a new-to-me nursery, Special Plants, I have
received Muhlenbergia or Muhly grass or Hairawn muhly (a
sedge like plant with amazing pink seed heads), Bigelowia
nuttallii or Rayless goldenrod (2’ high clumps of yellow daisy
flowers) and Kitaibelia vitifolia or Russian hibiscus (8’ high
with hollyhock like flowers).

I try not to make mistakes when writing the Whatevers, and
know that our eagle-eyed Editors will spot any l miss. Here are
a few that did slip past other Newsletter Editors, but not
Padworth’s (Phew! Eds).
Next Sunday Mrs Brown will sing a solo at the morning service,
before the vicar preaches on the subject of “Terrible
experiences and how to survive them”

At the village meeting the chairman spoke briefly and
delighted the audienc.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick both of
our church and the community

Smile at someone who you find hard to love. Say
“hell” to someone who doesn’t much care about you

Players picked for the pub darts team will be pinned
to the notice board

Ladies are requested not to have children in the Hall
kitchen

For those who have children and don’t know it, we
have a crèche and nursery in the side room

Don’t let worry kill you. Let the church help

The organist invites any villagers who enjoy sinning
to volunteer for the choir

Colin Thompson and Jessica Brown were married
last week. So ends a friendship that began in their
schooldays

I’ve not always had complete success in the past with these
unusual seeds; they are rare for a reason, being difficult to
germinate. I will let you know how l get on.
So, what’s looking good at the moment? Snowdrops,
aconites, hellebores, primroses, daises, the water king
cups, caltha, the beautiful Daphne bholua Jacqueline
Postill and one red hot poker. I am very optimistic about this
being a bumper year for the rhododendrons; every bush has
many flower buds. Hopefully I’m not tempting fate here.
Having taken 30 years to successfully get mistletoe to grow
on my crab apple trees, well, two years after I succeeded, I’ve
been surprised to discover that the birds have shown me how
it should be done: I have 14 young plants on one tree and 6 on
another. When they eat the fruits they wipe the sticky seeds off
their beaks onto branches, where they grow. Being parasitic
they get their nutrition from the tree so l will have to make sure
they don’t exhaust the host.

Keep Gardening - it will stop raining one day!
Mike Warner
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Prepare your home for winter!
Energy efficiency grants and collective switching news
from West Berkshire Council
Energy Efficiency Grants
A consortium of councils (Bracknell Forest, Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead,
Runnymede, Spelthorne and West Berkshire), in partnership with the HEAT Project and
Happy Energy Solutions Ltd are working together to make homes healthier, warmer, and
more energy efficient. Grants are available towards measures such as boiler upgrades,
central heating systems, insulation, and renewable energy systems.
Central heating grants funded by the consortium’s
successful bid to the National Grid’s Warm Homes Fund;
are also available. These are for households who currently
have no heating, such as open fires or plug in electric
heaters, or those who wish to switch from electric storage
heaters to a full radiator heating system. Grant funding can
also be provided towards the cost of a new mains gas
connection, or, in rural areas, the new heating system can
be fuelled from LPG, and in some cases, by a ground
source heat pump.

Since 2016, over 660 households have switched supplier
through the scheme, saving over £144,000 between them.
The recent October auction saw switchers saving an
average of £108 on their annual bill.

You may be eligible for a grant if your household income
after tax, Council Tax and energy costs is less than
£35,000 per year, or if someone in your household receives
benefits. Residents looking to take advantage of any of
these grants can call Heat the Home Counties on 01344
888930, or go to www.heatthehomecounties.org.uk. All
works are subject to survey, eligibility criteria and limited
funding.

There is no obligation to switch. Sign up and see if you can
save. To register or find out more, visit
www.westberks.gov.uk/communityswitch

A one-day reverse auction will be held in February; with
suppliers competing with their best offers, and the winning
supplier/s then sending registrants their personalised offer
for consideration. Auctions are held each year in February,
May and October.

You will need to have your latest energy bill to hand, as
you’ll need the details during the registration process.
Registration and acceptance is open until 24th March, and
offers will begin to go out from 24th February.

West Berkshire Energy Switch - See if you can pay less
for your energy bills
The West Berkshire Energy Switch is a free to join scheme
which gives residents the chance to see if they can make
savings on their fuel bills.

West Berkshire residents without internet access should
contact West Berkshire Council on 01635 503267 by 13th
March to register. Remember to have your energy bill or
annual statement to hand when you call.

WBC Environment Strategy consultation (9 January - 21 February)
Following the declaration of a climate emergency in
July and the Climate Conference in the autumn,
which was the next step in the public engagement
process, WBC has been working on a draft
Environment Strategy with input from the
Environment Board and Environment Advisory
Group.

intends to hold a short series of community
conversations and focus groups in February before
the consultation period closes. It is anticipated that
towns and parishes will be invited to send a delegate
to discuss how Parish Councils and Town Councils
can get involved in the delivery of the strategy and
help motivate communities to play their part in the
district working towards carbon-zero by 2030 (these
groups will be held at Shaw House).

The draft strategy covering the period 2020-30 went
out to public consultation on 9 January and provides
six weeks for responses. The consultation will be
published on the Council’s website as well as being
highlighted via email and through media and social
media channels to those groups and individuals who
are particularly engaged in the district’s consultation
process. Comments on the strategy are
welcomed from a wide range of respondents so
please do highlight this consultation amongst
residents.

Representatives from the district’s other interested
parties such as our young people, environmental
lobbyists, climate conference participants, residents
and WBC staff will also be invited to discuss the draft
strategy in a variety of conversations held across the
district. We also intend holding meetings with
representatives from neighbouring Councils to
engage in the wider conversation about how we can
work together for the best results for our region.
Graham Bridgman, District Councillor

This is a significant consultation and the Council also
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PROJECT ST. MARY’S
PROGRESS REPORT

It is about a year since the last progress update on Project St Mary’s and over that year the team have been
working away in the background on re-ordering and on preparations to apply for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant.
Team
We are pleased to announce that Graham Robertshaw has joined the Project St Mary’s team during 2019.
Re-ordering Review
Re-ordering is the term used for re-arrangement of the internal elements and the internal layout of the church
e.g. altar, pews, etc. The review into re-ordering was led by Rector Jane with the assistance of church warden
Teresa Thomas and PCC member Cynthia Newman. It was very important that the project understood if there was
any impact on our plans, from re-ordering, that could mean re-working of those plans. The results of the review
are now published and the conclusions have no impact on the work done so far on Project St Mary’s.
Project Plans
Planning work continues for putting a Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) application
together. We have found out that the size of our project means we have to
follow a two phased approach with HLF.
 Development Phase – to complete design and plan of works for both
building and conservation. This includes costings so we can apply for the funding for the next phase …
 Implementation Phase – physical works to build new facilities and undertake the conservation work.
A year ago, we published the results of the Feasibility Study by our
architects Acanthus Clews into adding new facilities at the church. The
boards outlining the 3 options have remain on view at the church and
the feedback received shows there is an overwhelming (85%)
preference for Option 3 – A new North Transept. This work on the new
facilities is now complete and can be moved forward into planning for
the HLF Development Phase.
Conservation requirements
We have worked with Acanthus Clews to find out what conservation
work is needed so it can be included in the HLF Development Phase and ultimately in the Implementation Phase.
The main driver for conservation is the prevention of damp. Damp has such an impact on the wall plaster and
wall paintings as well as other elements in the church. It is complex in such an old building as St Mary’s.
Our next steps are to monitor the internal environment of the church and inspect the fabric of the building to help
us determine what is required for our HLF applications. This work will be carried out by experts in church
conservation and we need some funds to pay for this.
Fundraising for Monitoring & Inspections
We have applied for matched funding grants from The Good Exchange. Matched
Funding means any donations would be doubled in value to help make up the funds we
are looking for. The application was accepted in Sep 2019 and in Jan 2020 we received a
match funding offer for approx. 50% of our application amount. We are hopeful for the
remaining 50% in the next few months. In the meantime, if anyone would like to make a
donation you can do so online:
https://thegoodexchange.com/ -> select Charitable Projects -> Keyword: Aldermaston, Sort by: Relevance
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ALDERMASTON PARISH COUNCIL – Notes of last two Meetings
12 December 2019
Diversion round The Loosey
This is causing large traffic hold-ups during busy periods and is
resulting in the break-up of the road surface. Unfortunately
progress is in the hands of the insurance companies and is
tortuously slow. Whilst we are confident the owners are trying to
progress the repairs as soon as possible, we wonder whether they
are fully aware of the impact (they are currently working overseas).
We will therefore advise them of the consequences in the hope
they can expedite matters. The issue has also highlighted the
problem of excessive traffic levels through a Conservation Area,
and we are still waiting for WBC’s response to our representations

Lidl Store
The WBC Eastern Area Planning Committee has reviewed the
Planning Application for the Lidl store on the edge of Tadley. They
narrowly voted to support the Application, but decided to pass it up
to the District Planning Committee for a final decision as it was
contrary to Planning Policy and could set a precedent.

Planning Applications
We decided to raise No Objections to:

51 Baughurst Road – change of use to Bed and Breakfast

12 Fishermans Lane – single storey extension to rear –
conditional on support from WBC Conservation Officer

Stacey’s Yard, Silchester Road – amendments to plans for
additional Business Units

Youngs Industrial Estate – additional hard-standing

Defibrillator
We have agreed in principle to support the provision of a
defibrillator at Ravenswing Park, and our Clerk will now investigate
further.

WBC Planning Decisions

4 dwellings on land South of Maida’s Way – Refused

52 Baughurst Road – new workshop/garage – Approved

Silchester Road, Tadley – 9 new dwellings - Withdrawn

Sascron, Paices Hill – confirmation of legal use –
Approved
All consistent with our recommendations.

Lock up on The Rec
We agreed to accept the lower of 2 quotes for consultancy services
regarding repairs to the Lock Up on the Recreation Ground.
Unfortunately the leakage problems could prove difficult to resolve.

Anti-Social Behaviour
We are aware that anti-social behaviour continues to be an issue in
the Parish, and two Parish Councillors have been directly affected
this month. We repeat our request for parishioners to be vigilant
and report all instances to the police using 101. We understand
that two youths have been charged over the damage to windows
mentioned last month.
Finances
We reviewed our draft Budget for 2020/21. If we keep our precept
at £13.5k, our operational budget is forecasted to reduce by £2k to
£19.5k. We will finalise our budget at our January meeting

12 January 2020
Wasing
We had a presentation from Josh Dugdale on Wasing’s plans for a
Medicine Event that they are planning to hold in late August. It will
be family orientated, with a theme of well-being, and the event will
comprise activities such as yoga, dancing, lectures and live music.
It will be relatively small (maximum 2000 people) and no alcohol
will be served. Our main concern focused on the plans for music to
continue until 4.00am in one marquee. We agreed to support the
application for Premises Licence in principle, but will seek further
assurances on noise control and request a permanently manned
telephone number to enable live reporting of any
issues/disturbances.
Diversion round The Loosey
We continue to work with WBC to mitigate the impact of this. It
seems that it will be several months till the damaged building is
safe to live in again, but we hope it will be shored up with partial reopening of the main road within the next few weeks. We have
received several complaints regarding the build-up of fumes whilst
motorists wait at the temporary traffic lights. Despite their recent
announcement of a Climate Emergency, WBC have refused to put
up signs requesting motorists to switch off their engines whilst
waiting. We are therefore investigating the provision of such signs
ourselves. We are still waiting for WBC’s response to our
representations regarding the problem of excessive traffic levels
through a Conservation Area.
Planning Applications
We decided to raise No Objections (though with some Conditions)
to:

Middle Lodge, Church Road – variation of conditions

AWE Aldermaston – partial demolition and modifications to
a building

Well House, Church Road – variation of conditions and
changes to agreed plans
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48-49 Paices Hill – restoration of existing two houses and
two single storey extensions
The latter is the most contentious but we were pleased to see plans
to bring the two severely fire-damaged properties back into use,
and that the idea of a third, futuristic property has been dropped.
WBC Planning Decisions

Barlows Park, Silchester Road – extension to clubhouse –
Approved

Sascron, Paices Hill – use of land for preparation and sale
of cars – Approved

51 Baughurst Road – use of converted stable as Bed and
Breakfast Accommodation - Lawful
All consistent with our recommendations.
Lock up on The Rec
We reviewed the surveyor’s report into repairs to the Lock Up, and
agreed the next steps forward. We also agreed to commission a
survey of the trees at the Rec to ensure they are safe.
Finances
We finalised our Budget for 2020/21 and will be keeping our
precept at £13.5k, though our operational budget is forecasted to
reduce by £2k to £19.5k.
Next meeting


Tuesday 11 February - at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall

All are encouraged to attend
For full information on Parish Council matters, please visit our
website at www.aldermaston.co.uk
Dave Shirt
0118 971 2549

PILATES
My Body Control Pilates classes are available in many villages. Whatever
your age or ability my small groups cater for everyone. If you would like to
attend either call, text or email Heather to book a place or find out more.
£10 per class. Email: hsfitnessuk@mac.com Call: 07785 254313
Pilates in Burghfield and Beyond
Bramley Clift Meadows

Padworth Village Hall

Tuesdays – 9.30am
Fridays – 11.30am

Wednesdays – 9.30am
Fridays – 9.30am

Burghfield St Mary’s Parish Centre
Mondays – 9.30am, 10.30am, 7pm & 8pm
Wednesdays – 6pm, 7pm & 8pm
Fridays – 1.30pm

East Family Hub - Calcot
Messy Mondays
Every Monday
from 10am – 11.30am in Padworth Village Hall
Messy play for under 5s and their parents/carers £3 per session
If you would like more information about the Family Hub and how we can support you and your family with
under 5s, please feel free to get in touch with us.

The East Family Hub – 0118 945 6157
Curtis Road, Calcot RG31 4XG
Jo Roberts, Manager – joanne.roberts@westberks.gov.uk

PREMIER GARDENS AND FENCING
Fencing ● Paths & Patios ● Driveways ● Decking ● Brickwalls ● Block Paving
Turfing ● Shed Bases ● Sand & Gravel ● Driveway, Patio Cleaning &
Repointing
Tel: 0118 971 4987 Mobile: 07833 642740
Website: www.premiergardens.biz
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BEENHAM PARISH COUNCIL – Notes of last two Meetings
2 December 2019 & 6 January 2020

HELP!!
Can you help with the running of the Parish Council, or the village website?
We now have two vacancies for Parish Councillors, and it is becoming very difficult to cover
even the basic functions of the Council.
We also need somebody to manage the content of the Beenham Online website, and to
integrate it with the other social media platforms. This person does not have to be on the
Council.
Comments from Parishioners
 Representatives from the Beenham 2020 celebrations
presented their proposed programme for 2020
 In future years there may not be a suitable Christmas
tree available in Greyfield Wood. It was suggested that
the possibility of planting a tree should be considered
 The litter bin outside the school was full. This was
reported to WBC and emptied within a few days
 A parishioner commented that last meeting was not
conducted in the normal way for council meetings.
Different parties made interjections during the meeting,
rather than directing any comments to the Chair
 It was requested that any grant for the Beenham 2020
celebrations should have full accounting of costs and
reporting to the PC (this is being done by the Victory
Hall Management)
 It was noted that the footpath on the south side of the
Rec (from The Strouds to Clay Lane) has become very
narrow due to grass encroachment. PC said that they
hoped to improve this path
 A parishioner made several comments about the
proposed new house at Kintarn, Clay Hill

The following applications (just in Padworth PC) have had
revised details issued. Beenham PC objected to the
original applications on the grounds of scale and road
access.
19/02048/FULEXT
apartments
19/02140/FULMAJ
13 residential Units

Land next to Flexistay Hotel: 15
Westminster House, Bath Road:

Both these developments feed into the A4 Junction
opposite the Beenham turn. The PC considers that this
junction is unsafe, and the additional traffic from the new
developments will only make it worse. The PC has
prepared a memo explaining why the crossroad layout is
not in accordance with best practice. Padworth PC agree
with our view, and have also objected to WBC. Dominic
Boeck, our WBC Councillor, has agreed to discuss this
matter with WBC Head of Planning, and to ensure that
WBC Highways make a full assessment of possible
alterations to the layout of the junction

Resignation of Jackie Johnson
Jackie Johnson has decided to resign from the PC. Her
contribution to all aspects of the work of the Council has
been immense. The Chairman and all the Council
members expressed their gratitude to her for all she has
achieved. There has been no response to previous
requests for volunteers to be co-opted onto the Council.

Community Room & School Hall
 A grant of £1,645 has been received from The Good
Exchange for replacement of the lights in the School
Hall (the old lights are beyond repair). In addition,
another trust has agreed to match-fund any donations
received from individuals or organisations that use the
hall. Quotes are being obtained, and it is hoped that
the balance of the costs will be provided by the PC
 A fabric for new curtains in the Community Room has
been agreed, and final quotes are being obtained. The
room will be painted during the February half-term, and
it is hoped that the curtains will be ready by then

The main areas of Council business that will not be
covered until new volunteers are found are finance (this
will continue to be administered by the Parish Clerk) and
the website.
Planning
The following planning applications were considered:

Other Items
 Beenham WI plan to install a bench and tree on the
grass near the school to commemorate their
centenary. PC supports this project and may be able
to contribute to the tree. The land is owned by WBC
so the PC will obtain permission for the work from
WBC
 WBC have asked Beenham and Padworth PCs to take
over responsibility for the maintenance of the bus
shelter on the A4 at the Beenham turn. Beenham PC
had initially told WBC that they did not want to do this,
but we are now in discussion with Padworth PC to
establish the costs involved

19/02887/HOUSE
8 Heron Way, Aldermaston
Wharf: Ground floor side extension - No objection
19/02959/HOUSE
Hillside Cottage, Bourne Lane:
Internal alterations & first floor extension - No objection
19/02952/FULD
Kintarn, Clay Hill: New detached
house to replace existing – Objection, requesting the
planning
officers to
consider the size of the new house
19/03131/RESMAJ
Porsche, Duncans Drive:
Approval of outstanding landscaping details - No objection
19/03096/FUL
Northway Porsche, Grange
Place: Change of use of dwelling to offices - No objection
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Finance
 The draft budget was presented at the December PC
meeting. A slightly amended budget was presented
and approved at the January PC meeting. The
approved budget will be available on the Beenham
Online website
 The precept for next year was agreed at the January
PC meeting to be the same as last year: £18,300. The
parish precept is collected by WBC as part of the
Council Tax, and then passed to Beenham PC
 Beenham WI have been given a grant of £430, in
recognition of their great work litter picking around the
village



A grant of £1,000 has been agreed to contribute to
various costs associated with Beenham 2020
celebrations. Details of the programme of events to
celebrate the centenary of the Victory Hall/Club and
Beenham WI were in the December magazine. The
grant will be administered by the Victory Hall

Next meeting


Monday 3 February - 7.00pm in the Community
Room

All parishioners are welcome to attend.
Peter McEwen
Parish Councillor

All correspondence to the council should be addressed to the Parish Clerk: theclerk@beenhamonline.org .
Further details of the Parish Council, including the latest financial details, are on the Beenham Online website
www.beenhamonline.org

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who helped with all the Christmas Events in Beenham. So many people contributed, but
here are a few:













The school, for putting on a performance of their Nativity for everyone
The Victory Hall and Club (now with a fantastic combined space) for organising the Christmas Market, a
great New Year’s Eve Party and other events
The Christmas Tea Party in the Club
Beenham Wind Orchestra for their concert and for playing carols at the Tree Lighting
Greyfield Wood for a beautiful tree
GB Total Equestrian for erecting the tree and putting up the lights (more than once)
Several people for trying to mend the lights when we had wind damage
A4 Metals for funding some new lights when we could not mend the old ones
Father Christmas with his new model sleigh
The Brownies for hosting carols in the Victory Hall
The Six Bells for hosting several gatherings
Beenham Village Events who organised several of these events

We are very fortunate to have so many events in a little village like Beenham.

M4 Motorway Closure
The M4 will be closed between J4b and J5 over the weekend of 21-23 February (from 8pm on Friday to 6am on
Sunday – in time for the 6 Nations match in Twickenham in the afternoon. For more info go to
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m4j3to12.
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CHURCH MATTERS
Flower Rota for St John the Baptist, Padworth
2020
Feb
March
April
May
June
July

Jenifer Beale & Jill Paul
Lorna & Roger Jones
Carol West & Mary Dance
Sheila Jay & Wendy Wood
Elizabeth Porter
Sheila Evered & Lis Warner

Services in St John the Baptist, Padworth
Sun 2 Feb
Candelmas

5.30 pm
6.30pm

Afternoon Tea

Thur 6 Feb
Sun 9 Feb

9.00 am
9.00am

Eucharist
Eucharist

Sun 16 Feb

6.30 pm

Evensong

Thur 20 Feb
Sun 23 Feb

9.00am
9.00 am

Eucharist
Eucharist

Sun 1 Mar

6.30 pm

Evensong

Songs of Praise with Mortimer Choir
Readers:
Churchwardens
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Sidesman
Reader:
Sidesman:
Reader:

Hazel Ewart
Elizabeth Porter 1 Corinthians 2,1-12
Elizabeth Porter
Roger Jones
Revelations 4

Sidesman:
Reader:
Sidesman:
Reader:

Hazel Ewart
2 Peter1,16-end

Elizabeth Porter
Elizabeth Porter Luke 15, 1-10

Useful Numbers and Contact Information
Aldermaston CE Primary School:
Chair of Governors
Aldermaston Parish Councillors:

971 3362
Samantha Chaventre
Dave Shirt (Ch)
Jim Burgin
Sophie Crawford
Olly Hinton
Alison Faulkner
Jane Manley
Rob Smith
Angela Woodley

Aster Communities
Neighbourhood Officer
ASB Officer
Beenham Parish Councillors:

Rachael McCarthy
Sue Barton
Graham Bowsher (Ch)
Graham Bragg
Jackie Johnson
Andy Livens
Peter McEwen
Frank Wood
Brenda Scott

Benefice Office – Aldermaston
Benefice Office – Mortimer
Churchwardens

Roger Jones
Elizabeth Porter

Environment Agency
Flower Rota
Padworth Ladies at Lunch
Mobile Library
Neighbourhood Watch
Rectory Road
The Fallows
Network Rail
Network Rail 24 hour Helpline
Newsletter

Elizabeth Porter
Caroline Givan

No 3 Bus route
Padworth Environmental Group (PEG)
Parish Clerk (Aldermaston)
Parish Clerk (Beenham)
Parish Clerk (Padworth)
Padworth Parish Councillors:

Padworth Common Advisory Committee:
Chairman
Police Neighbourhood Watch
Veolia Environmental Service
Village Hall - Caretaker
Chairman
Volunteer Bureau
Website manager
Website
West Berks Council
Local Councillors
Aldermaston (inc Padworth)
Bradfield
Burghfield & Mortimer

971 2549
970 1147
971 2236
971 2410
971 4686
971 2891
971 0142
971 2803
01264 405692
01264 405583
07557 967575
971 3688
07922 068646
07958 472644
07717 718608
07488 268735
981 3441
933 3704
933 3136
971 3136
0800 80 70 60
971 3136
982 1743
01635 519827

Mike Warner

970 0391

Gail Evans

01793 777471
08457 114141
970 0288
933 1451
959 4000
07740 863167

Mary Dance
Sheila Evered
Reading Buses
Dawn Denton
Christine McGarvie
Jennie Currie
Christine Heath
Mike Warner (Ch)
Andy Roberts (V Ch)
Jonathan Johnson
Max Joseph
John Miller
Andy Tucker
Tommy Tucker
Mike Warner
Pangbourne team
Daytime
Out-of-hours
Stuart Unwin
Chris Henkey
Christine Heath

Dominic Boeck
Ross MacKinnon
Graham Bridgman
Royce Longton
Geoff Mayes

Planning Department
Highways & Transport
WBDC Customer Services
Environmental Health
Fly Tipping & Waste
Emergencies (out-of-office hrs)

01635 580190
970 0391
971 4679

983 2031
971 2180

enquiries@aldermaston.w-berks.sch.uk
CoG@aldermaston.w-berks.sch.uk
http.//www.aldermaston.co.uk

rachael.mccarthy@astercommunities.co.uk
sue.barton@astercommunities.co.uk

awb.benefice@gmail.com
admin@mortimerbenefice.co.uk
(24-hour number)
caroline.givan@gmail.com

gail.evans@networkrail.co.uk
maryedance@hotmail.com
sheila_pusinelli@hotmail.com
www.reading-buses.co.uk
email_peg@yahoo.co.uk
aldermastonpc@aol.co.uk
theclerk@beenhamonline.org
clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
mike.warner@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
andy.roberts@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
jonathan.johnson@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
max.joseph@padworthparishcouncil,gov.uk
john.miller@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
andy.tucker@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
tom.tucker@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk

970 0391
101
0203 567 2900 west.berkshire@veolia.co.uk
08701 660 309
971 3513
stuartunwin57@googlemail.com
971 2329
..enquiries@padworthvillagehall.info
983 1814
clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.padworthparishcouncil@gov.uk
01635 551111
971 0330
933 1707
993 3952
933 2536
01635 519111

dominic.boeck@westberks.gov.uk
ross.mackinnon1@westberks.gov.uk
graham.bridgman@westberks.gov.uk
royce.longton1@westberks.gov.uk
geoff.mayes1@westberks.gov.uk

01635 519080
01635 519192
01635 519080
01635 42161

♦ ♦ Padworth Parish Website ♦ ♦
www.padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Please send your contributions to: clerk@padworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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